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Greetings!
It’s been COLD here in Brady’s Bend, and
we thought there was no end in sight!
March roared in with single-digit lows and
below-freezing highs, but the big news was
the ice on the river. For the first time in
several years, the river was completely
covered with ice in early December. The
cold, cold temperatures set the ice and the
pressure from the water underneath made
it smooth and solid.
On February 11, the power went out all
over lower Brady’s Bend at about 8 PM as
sustained wind blasts of 40-60 MPH
buffeted us into the night. The wind roared
throughout the night, but at about 2 AM,
strange pops and snaps were added to the
freight-train sound of the wind.
The river had been steadily rising, but the
ice was thick and securely wedged, and it
took many hours and at least 10 feet of
water to lift the Brady’s Bend ice and start

it moving. The dangerous wind and inky
darkness kept onlookers to a minimum, but
the lights of security lights and headlights in
the Freshmarket parking lot illuminated the
spectacle for those who were awake to see
it. The broken ice filled the Fish
Commission park and threatened to broach
Seybertown Road in several places. Some
trees were pushed down by the heavy ice,
and had to be removed before traffic could
resume.
At this writing, the ice is still visible at the
Fish Commission park, and is piled along
the river’s banks. The new bridge withstood
the ice, and old timers are in agreement
that there might have been more jamming if
the old bridge was still in place close to the
mouth of Sugar Creek.
These pictures show some of the aftermath:

